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Activities and forthcoming events
Blewbury Garden Market – Saturday mornings, 9.15 to 11.15, Blewbury filling station
Our 13th year! Every Saturday through to late September.
Buy and sell plants, village garden produce, flowers, preserves and
baked goods. Bring things to sell between 9.00 am and 9.15. Set your
own prices; you get 90% (we keep 10% to cover our expenses). Baked
goods (home-made bread, pastries and cakes) especially welcome! If
you have questions, or would like to help us on the stall, phone Eric at
07935 232 or email us at info@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk.

Nature reserve
In the past year we have started a major new project, to take over the
old sewage works from Thames Water and turn it into a
community nature reserve. For those who don’t know it, the
site is at the end of the concrete track that leads north from
near the Village Hall. It was decommissioned in the 1990s and
is now neglected and overgrown but with considerable
ecological value, supporting a large bird, mammal and insect
population. We are just agreeing on a 10-year renewable
lease to take over the site. As part of the handover, Thames
Water will undertake various works to open up the site, and
put in some pathways, planting and enhancements to make a
wetland site. They have already planted some hedges. Most
of this work can’t begin until autumn to avoid disturbance to nesting birds. We estimate that it will be
at least nine months before we can invite the village to come along and enjoy this new resource.

David Johnston MP’s Wantage and Didcot 2022 Climate Summit, 27 June via Zoom
On 27 June, from 9.00am to 1.30pm, our MP will be hosting his second Wantage and Didcot Climate
Summit via Zoom, including a keynote talk by COP26 President Alok Sharma. Mr. Johnston’s first
Climate Summit included some excellent, very informative and interesting talks. If you live in Mr.
Johnston’s Wantage and Didcot constituency you can register to ‘attend’ this, although you might

want to delay until more speakers are announced. Speakers announced so far are Chris Hewett, Chief
Executive of Solar Energy UK and Daniel Quiggin, Senior Research Fellow at Chatham House. Register
at: david-johnston.org.uk/wantage-and-didcot-2022-climate-summit.

Repair Cafe – Sunday 18 September, 2.00–4.00pm, Village Hall
Bring something for free repair or sharpening. We need both publicity – tell people about it – and
skilled volunteers. Want to know more? Email or ring Jo: jolakeland@blewbury.uk or 07773 242 472

Recent events and activities
Sustainable Blewbury Annual General Meeting, 28 April 2022
John Ogden summarised what we’ve done in the past year, stressing some of our newest projects: the
nature reserve and our chalk-streams group, who will look after the health of our village streams. We
re-elected our current officers: John Ogden, Chair; Moray Inglis, Treasurer; Jane Kinniburgh, Secretary;
Hugh Osborn and Glen Meadows, Trustees.
In addition to the essential business of the AGM, we showed an excellent short film about
Watlington’s chalk stream, The Chalgrove Brook. Watlington, like Blewbury, is a spring-line village at
the foot of a chalk escarpment – in their case the Chilterns, so their work is relevant for us. The film is
available on Youtube, at youtube.com/watch?v=5rA2CWFxAG0. Watlington also have an interesting
film about their hedgerow project at youtube.com/watch?v=f18hU9L_AY8.

Repair Cafe – 12 June
This was our fourth Repair Cafe, and they are beginning to become more routine and to attract more
customers. And most of them are satisfied customers: the most likely thing to fail is something
containing modern electronics. This time one of our customers brought in a lovely shiny Prestige
kettle. She said that it was over 30 years old, but she was determined to keep it going because she was
so fond of it. It took a while, but our electrical experts mended it. If that had been a modern kettle it
would be likely to be less than 10 years old with some electronic device sealed into it so that it was
impossible to repair.
I taught Physics in secondary schools for 13 years and must have taught thousands of children how to
change a plug. As we entered the 21st century the children started to complain: “Why do we have to
do this, Miss? All the plugs at home are sealed on.” I used to tell them that if the flex of their gadget
started to wear or the plug cracked they would be able to cut off the old plug and fit a new one.* But
they were often not convinced. “My mum/dad says throw it away if it doesn’t work and buy a more
modern one.”
* I actually gave much more detailed advice about safety, checking for the correct fuse, etc.

The most popular expert volunteers by far in this latest cafe came from outside Blewbury: Didcot,
Wallingford and further away, our bike repairers and knife sharpeners (apologies to our other regular
sharpener – I don’t have a photo of him).
They work outside the hall so that there is no risk of marking the new furniture or floor, but they do
not object. They are all passionate about what they are doing, and our two bike repairers work with
Active Oxfordshire www.activeoxfordshire.org and Cyclox www.cyclox.org These organisations both
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promote healthy exercise, particularly cycling, and
they campaign for safer cycling. They are involved
in repairing bikes so that they can be used by
Ukrainian and other refugees. This leads neatly to
our newest volunteer from far away.
Maryna is one of the Ukrainian refugees living with
families in Blewbury, and she is a trained
seamstress. She wants to make use of her skills
while she is in Blewbury and says “She offers to
make alterations and do repairs. Contact her on
07429 998 941 for more information.”
I have concentrated on our newest volunteers, but
we also have skilled people in Blewbury who volunteer regularly to do all sorts of repairs for our
Repair Cafe, and to run the Cafe or make cake for the customers. Thank you, all of you.
People often say “I don’t know what I can do to reduce climate change”, and one answer is to come to
the Repair Cafe, as a customer or as a volunteer repairer. EVERYTHING that is repaired rather than
thrown away reduces greenhouse gases being emitted in the manufacture of replacements and also
leaves some of our precious resources in the ground to be used for something else
Jo Lakeland
****

ARTICLES
Flowers blooming at last – a last diary update
by Jo Lakeland

The photo to the left was taken on 19th April. The photo to the right is roughly the same area, taken
on 9th June. Still not many flowers blooming but what a change in height – the daisies are over a
metre tall.
It is difficult to see where the wild flowers end and the tree and hedge begin. Not what I expected but
beautiful as the light changes.
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It is very difficult to take photos of individual flowers in the tangle, but different combinations do
stand out. You cannot miss the dominant white and yellow Oxeye Daisies, but although they are less
than 1 cm across the tiny pink flowers of the Hedge Cranesbill also stand out wherever they are
****

Housewarming
by Jo Lakeland
Housewarming is a Low Carbon Oxford North (LCON)
programme that aims to help homeowners prepare their
homes to meet net-zero energy targets, phase out fossil
fuels and cut down energy use. It was initially meant for groups of households in the LCON area, with a
support network that helped them to get together to work through the programme, but it is also an
important reference resource for anyone to use, especially the majority of people who live in ‘normal’
late-19th, 20th and early-21st century houses. It helps navigate the overwhelming amount of
information available; build greater understanding of the options available; and to identify the right
steps for your home.
LCON is producing a series of six Housewarming Guides to support people
who want to improve their homes. So far they have produced the first four:
▪ H1 Taking Stock
▪ H2 Insulation
▪ H3 Windows and Doors and
▪ H4 Draughts and Ventilation,
all downloadable from the Housewarming website.
▪ H5 Heating and Controls (air and ground source heat pumps) and
▪ H6 Whole House Plan
will be added to the page as they become available.
The LCON website also features Energy Saving Homes 18–29 June, an opportunity to visit an energysaving home in Oxford and hear from the householder, or find out about a range of options for energy
efficiency and renewable generation at their Energy Saving Fair on 26 June. More details on the
Energy Saving Homes website.
****
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VW diesel scandal case in the UK settled out of court
by Eric Eisenhandler
Let’s go back more than a decade, before electric
cars were widely available. The greener
alternatives to petrol-powered cars were hybrid
petrol models like the Toyota Prius (essentially a
petrol car with improved fuel consumption and
carbon emissions similar to a diesel) and dieselengine cars and vans, which unfortunately also
emitted pollution in the form of particulates and
oxides of nitrogen. The particulates could be dealt
with using filters, but the nitrogen oxides (NOx)
were more of a problem.
In 2009/2010 Volkswagen announced new, small (1.2, 1.6 and 2.0 litre) diesel engines that were
claimed to have much-improved NOx emissions to comply with incoming Euro 6 standards demanding
NOx emissions almost as low as petrol engines. VW claimed that these engines did this at low cost and
avoided the complications of injecting a liquid (called AdBlue, a solution of urea and water) into the
exhaust, a system used by lorries, buses and big vans to reduce NOx emissions.
In 2011 I decided to try a VW Golf with this socalled ‘clean diesel’ and recommended it to people
I knew. The particulate filter turned out to be a
problem if the car was mainly being used for short
journeys in cold weather, and VW corrected at
least one major design bug in the exhaust
recirculation system after a year or so. But a huge
shock came in 2015, when it turned out that VW
had built into these diesels some engine-control
software that sensed when the car was being
tested for emissions and put the engine into an
operating mode that allowed it to pass the NOx
test, but which was not suitable for normal use. I wrote an article for our newsletter
(www.sustainable-blewbury.org.uk/newsletter_14.pdf, page 9) about my anger and disappointment at
hearing this. Other manufacturers than the VW group (which includes Audi, SEAT and Skoda) did
similar things (e.g. Mercedes, BMW, Jaguar Land Rover, Stellantis, Nissan, Renault, Ford and Volvo)
but the ‘dieselgate’ scandal centred on VW, who later switched to using AdBlue in their Euro 6 diesels,
and now seem to have some of the cleanest diesel cars on sale. For more on AdBlue see, for example,
rac.co.uk/drive/advice/emissions/adblue.
In the US, VW was heavily fined for deception, VW-group car owners were paid compensation, and
thousands of VW and Audi diesel vehicles were bought back by VW at pre-scandal prices. VW were
also fined in Germany. But in the rest of Europe VW continued to claim that they had not broken the
law, which triggered lawsuits. Overall, the company has spent more than €30 billion in legal fees and
payouts to customers.
In England and Wales a lawsuit based on 91,000 people (including me) who felt that VW had misled
them progressed slowly through the legal system. It has just been settled out of court. (Cases in
Scotland are not yet settled.) VW has not admitted liability, but they will pay about £193 million in
compensation to the claimants, as well as legal fees for the claimants’ lawyers and for themselves. It’s
not a huge amount of money for the claimants (probably less than £2k each). When I receive the
cheque, I plan to donate the money to an appropriate good cause (suggestions welcome).
There is more on this at: bbc.co.uk/news/business-61581251 and tinyurl.com/uys6hxpp. There is a
very detailed account of the scandal in Wikipedia:
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volkswagen_emissions_scandal.
****
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What’s happened to the Oxford–Milton Keynes–Cambridge Arc?
by Eric Eisenhandler
At present, the government’s more immediate
problems have distracted attention from longerterm items such as the Arc. You may remember
that: there is a project to build a new railway
line (East West Rail) between Oxford and
Cambridge, there was a proposal for new road
construction linking existing roads to form an
expressway between Oxford, Milton Keynes and
Cambridge, and that at the centre of these plans
were proposals to build huge numbers of
houses, many of them on agricultural land, in
green belts, and possibly on AONB land. All this
to expand the future economy and growth of
the already prosperous Arc in what has been
dubbed England’s Economic Heartland
(www.englandseconomicheartland.com).
The Arc includes the five counties (Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Northamptonshire, Bedfordshire
and Cambridgeshire) shown on the map above.
A good source of basic information is the Stop the Arc website (www.noexpressway.org), which
started life in 2018 as the website of the No Expressway Group (which explains its web address). The
government’s official Arc website, gov.uk/government/publications/oxford-cambridge-arc, is useful.
The East West Railway website (eastwestrail.co.uk) is also worth a look.
The National Infrastructure Commission’s 2018 Report, Partnering for Prosperity,
nic.org.uk/app/uploads/Partnering-for-Prosperty-Report.pdf, identified five key pillars of its vision for
the future of the Arc region:
▪ 1.1 million new jobs to boost economic output.
▪ 1 million new houses by 2050 (30,000 per year for the next 30+ years).
▪ Ox–Cam Expressway.
▪ East West Railway. All aiming for the prize of …
▪ £163 billion increase in economic output.
The proposed expressway was cancelled in March, 2021. The government says that “benefits the road
would deliver are outweighed by its costs” (tinyurl.com/mrsj4ad2), without mentioning the objection
that most major new road projects do not fit in with net zero carbon emissions targets. This removes
one of the five pillars, but the other four remain, and the economic ambition is exactly the same as
before, meaning that, according to the NIC’s own calculations, up to one million more houses would
be needed across the Arc by 2050. However, Arc officials and even government ministers stopped
talking about ‘one million’ houses in 2021 but continued to claim the same job and economic benefits
that require those million houses. This would mean that the Arc region, just 4.7% of the land area of
the UK and with only 5.7% of the UK’s population, would have to absorb one-third of all the new
houses that will be needed in the country by 2050.
It has become difficult to find out the exact status of this project, as it has disappeared from the
government’s priority list and, with the exception of the railway line (see below), gives the impression
of being moribund. This situation arose following the appointment in September 2021 of Michael
Gove as the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (formerly the Ministry of
Housing, Communities and Local Government). A scheduled meeting last December between Mr
Gove’s ministry and local authorities was cancelled at short notice, leaving local councils across the
Arc in limbo over the future of government plans. Earlier this year, in response to a question from a
fellow MP, Mr Gove indicated by a gesture that the Ox-Cam Arc has been ‘flushed away’.
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An announcement is now many months overdue. What will our local councils do about their housing
targets, in present and future local plans that have been over-inflated in the expectation of the Arc
going ahead? Will they be allowed to reconsider these targets?

Status of the East West Railway
The railway can be divided into separate sections (see map below). The information that follows is
from their website.

Route of the East West Railway

Oxford to Bicester
This was completed in December 2016 and trains are already running on this section of the line.
However, further improvement work is required to run the four trains per hour service that is planned
for the full East West Rail service.

Bicester to Bletchley
From Bicester to Bletchley the task is to reconstruct the old Varsity Line. The aim is to have trains
running between Oxford and Milton Keynes (very close to Bletchley) by 2025.

Bletchley to Bedford
This involves refurbishing existing lines and major upgrades to both Bletchley and Bedford railway
stations. However, it is not possible to introduce a fast, reliable and frequent service without making a
significant investment in the Marston Vale Line, first built in 1846, which has underlying infrastructure
that has not seen significant investment for decades.

Bedford to Cambridge
Unlike the other sections, Bedford to Cambridge will follow a completely new route. The public were
asked for initial feedback on five route options in 2019 and a preferred route option was identified. It
travels from Bedford to Cambridge via Sandy/St Neots and Cambourne – both of which are proposed
to receive brand new stations. In 2021 a further public consultation was held on five route alignments
within the preferred route option area. The feedback received is now being reviewed.

Will the railway be green?
The railway website (eastwestrail.co.uk) claims the railway aims to be green, but at least initially the
trains are going to be diesels. I found it surprising that there are no immediate plans for electrification.
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I wrote to the railway last December asking about their claims to be green and was a surprised by their
vague and worryingly non-commital reply:
“Diesel passenger trains already operate on the Western Section of the route between Oxford and
London. As such, we are proposing a temporary solution for the first section of East West Rail between
Oxford, Bicester, and Milton Keynes, which could be diesel-powered, so that we can get services up and
running on EWR as soon as possible and help to reduce the number of cars on the roads sooner. This
allows us to retain full flexibility as we explore options for the long-term fleet, while also unlocking the
benefits of the new railway earlier. To that end, we are exploring how we can introduce new and
emerging technologies in our permanent train fleet that will run between Oxford and Cambridge when
the line is fully open. Electrification is one of the options we are considering, subject to agreement with
the Government, although it should be noted that conventional overhead electrification of the whole
route could not be delivered without causing disruption to the existing services and passengers where
trains are already operating.”
****

COP15: Global agreement on biodiversity?
by Eric Eisenhandler

The big UN conference on climate change, COP26, took place in Glasgow in autumn 2021. This was a
year later than originally planned, due to the COVID-19 pandemic. COP26 was widely publicised.
Although many people felt it should have achieved more, the resulting agreements seem to represent
progress if (and that is a very big ‘if’) most of the resulting pledges are implemented.
One of the major issues related to climate change is the huge depletion in the Earth’s biodiversity, and
this very broad area is a major concern for the health of the planet. Losses of crucial ecosystems like
rainforests and wetlands, as well as animal species, have accelerated even as governments, businesses
and conservation groups seek effective ways to protect and restore more of the Earth's land and seas.
Conferences about biodiversity to set up a global biodiversity framework are not publicised in the
same way as the climate change conferences. It hasn’t helped that the current round of meetings,
aiming for a major conference (COP15, another big Convention of Parties) to be held in Kunming,
China has suffered from multiple postponements (due to the pandemic), and this issue has struggled
to be noticed. The summit aims to finalise a new accord to halt and reverse losses of the planet's
ecosystems. An opinion article about the current status may be found at tinyurl.com/mr2vkahs.
“While nature is being degraded at unprecedented rates, our dependency on biodiversity has never
been more evident. One of the most important lessons of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic is that
safeguarding nature is critical for protecting human health and wellbeing. These meetings provide us
with a tremendous opportunity to ensure that the protection and sustainable use of biodiversity is
integrated into policies that will guide the post-pandemic economic and development recovery plans.”
said Elizabeth Maruma Mrema, CBD (Convention on Biodiversity) Executive Secretary. (www.cbd.int).
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What is the Convention on Biological Diversity?
Originally signed at the Rio Earth Summit in 1992 and later ratified by 195 countries (not including the
USA), it is designed to protect diversity of plant and animal species and ensure natural resources are
used sustainably. It also aims to achieve “fair and equitable sharing” of benefits from natural genetic
material, used in everything from medicines to new crop species. In practice that means making sure
indigenous communities and countries home to biological riches benefit from their use.

What does COP15 aim to do?
COP15 aims to finalise a new accord setting long-term goals for mid-century and shorter-term targets
for 2030, to halt and reverse losses of the planet’s plants, animals and ecosystems and, crucially, to
enshrine these in national policies in order to galvanise international action on the biodiversity crisis.

That mostly has not happened, and previous global targets to slash biodiversity loss, set in 2002 and
2010, were largely missed. “Nobody actually owned those targets. No wonder in 10 years’ time we
discover none of those targets are fully fulfilled”, said Li Shuo, a senior climate and energy policy
officer for Greenpeace China.
The difficulty of meeting face-to-face because of the COVID-19 pandemic meant the summit has been
postponed four times and split into two parts. Preparatory discussions were held from 11–15
October 2021, with more than 5,000 representatives from governments, universities and NGOs
attending. The highlight was the adoption of the Kunming Declaration, which commits countries to
collaborate on developing and implementing an ambitious post-2020 global biodiversity framework
for reversing biodiversity loss and putting the planet on a pathway to recovery by 2030. At present,
the framework is not legally binding. Rectifying this when the conference resumes would demonstrate
real ambition and ensure efforts really are focused.
The draft text for the nature pact includes a core pledge to protect at least 30% of the planet's land
and oceans by 2030.
China and African nations, meanwhile, are pushing for the establishment of a multi-billion-dollar
“global biodiversity fund” to help developing countries meet the new pact's goals, according to UN
officials and observers.
Targets may also be set to eliminate harmful agricultural, fishing and logging subsidies, and repurpose
that money to benefit nature, an additional way of raising needed cash.
The progress made at this initial phase of COP15 has been promising, but further action will be
required when it resumes – particularly in relation to legally embedding ambitious targets on
biodiversity preservation and restoration in national policies. Furthermore, greater recognition of the
interdependencies between the global biodiversity and climate change crises is required. It is not
possible to solve them separately, given the many ways in which they impact one another, for
example the extent to which a warming planet increases the risk of habitat loss.
Despite on-going efforts, biodiversity is deteriorating worldwide and this decline is projected to
worsen with business-as-usual scenarios. The UN Biodiversity Conference will convene governments
from around the world to agree to a new set of goals for nature over the next decade through the
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Convention on Biological Diversity post-2020 framework process. The framework sets out an
ambitious plan to implement broad-based action to bring about a transformation in society’s
relationship with biodiversity and to ensure that, by 2050, the shared vision of living in harmony with
nature is fulfilled.
The final part of the COP15 conference is due to start on 1 October 2022 in China.

Who's leading the push?
Countries pushing for greater ambition on nature protection include
Canada, the European Union, Costa Rica, Colombia and Britain,
according to Georgina Chandler, an international policy expert with
the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB). But she also
said that most of those champions are focused on particular aspects
of the agreement rather than the overall deal. Brazil and Argentina,
meanwhile, are seen as the “laggards”, said Li of Greenpeace, with
both concerned tougher rules could affect their agricultural expansion and economies.
The United States never ratified the original biodiversity treaty and so is not part of the negotiations.
But President Joe Biden has committed to protect at least 30% of his country's land and coastal waters
by 2030, as part of a broader international “30x30” campaign.

What needs to come out of COP15?
Not only clear targets to boost nature protection are required, but also commitments of finance to
help nature-rich, developing countries achieve them, and clear ways of comparing and measuring
efforts by different countries, political leaders and analysts have said. Any new targets set at COP15
need to be “smart and measurable” rather than “fluffy and ever-extending”, with standardisation
across countries so they can be compared, the RSPB’s Chandler said.
The draft text for the nature pact includes a core pledge to protect at least 30% of the planet's land
and oceans by 2030.
China and African nations, meanwhile, are pushing for the establishment of a multi-billion-dollar
“global biodiversity fund” to help developing countries meet the new pact's goals, according to UN
officials and observers.
Targets may also be set to eliminate harmful agricultural, fishing and logging subsidies, and repurpose
that money to benefit nature, an additional way of raising needed cash.

Useful references (Note that some of the dates in these were subsequently postponed.)
▪ unep.org/gan/events/conference/convention-biological-diversity-cop15
▪ iema.net/articles/cop15-adopts-kunming-declaration-on-biodiversity
▪ unep.org/events/conference/un-biodiversity-conference-cop-15
▪ tinyurl.com/mr2vkahs
▪ news.trust.org/item/20210608162653-9cw35
****
The Sustainable Blewbury newsletter is produced and edited by Eric Eisenhandler and Jo Lakeland.
Opinions expressed are our own.
We would be delighted to include more articles written by YOU in this newsletter.
We have a wide-ranging and expanding programme of activities in and around the village.
Participating is fun and can make positive contributions to village life and to our local
environment as well as assisting in the fight against global climate change.
If you’d like to get involved, or to receive this free Newsletter, email us at
info@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk or phone John at 01235 850372.
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