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Sustainable Blewbury events and activities
Village clean-up and litter-pick – Saturday 12 March 2 to 4 pm
Would you like to help keep our wonderful environment in Blewbury clean and safe, enabling people
and nature to thrive? Everyone is welcome to come along to our friendly and fun litter-picking session,
starting at the Pound or Tickers Folly Field, whichever is more convenient. But if you are bringing a
child with you, please go to Tickers Folly, because children are not allowed to work on the roadside.
We'll provide equipment and bags, but please bring your own gloves. Once you've filled a bag, come
back to show off how much you've collected and reward yourself with some cake!

Village Hall car park clear-up – Sunday 20 March and Saturday 26 March
We are organising a clear-up of the car park at the Village Hall. There are a lot of leaves encroaching
on parking space. Please come along on Saturday 26 March from 10 am to help. If you can bring
shovels, brooms and wheelbarrows or buckets that would be a great help.
We have also been asked to clear an area for planting, so an opportunity for you gardeners to get
creative – starting with some digging and preparatory work on Sunday 20 March from 10 am.

TALKS PROGRAMME: The Life and

Times of an English Chalk Stream by
Paul St. Pierre (geomorphologist)
and Glen Meadows (ecologist and
local resident)
Monday 28 March 2022 at 20.00, in
the Melland Room, Blewbury
Clubhouse (doors open at 19.45). Tickets
from the Post Office, or on the door: £6 each, including a drink of your choice and nibbles.

There are only 200 chalk streams in the world, 85% of which are in England. As Blewbury residents, we
know just how precious they are. So please join us for this talk on the importance of our chalk streams
and how they are being restored to their former glory, along with a guide to some of the many species
found in Blewbury. We’ll delve below the surface of the Mill Brook with our presenters, Environment
Agency officers Paul St. Pierre (geomorphologist) and Glen Meadows (ecologist and local resident).
Also see the Blewbury Chalk Streams website: blewburychalkstreams.org.

Repair Cafe – Sunday 3 April, 2–4 pm, Village Hall
We’re sorry that the repair cafe announced for 13th February had to be postponed, due to a shortage
of volunteer ‘experts’. We are now planning a Repair Cafe for 3 April. We hope some of you can help
us. It’s not difficult to be an ‘expert’, because many of the things brought for repair are easy to fix. We
need a few people who enjoy fixing things – a loose chair leg, broken toys, a garden parasol, a broken
vase, as well as people who have electrical – rather than electronic – skills; you are more likely to
change a plug or decide an appliance is so old that it’s dangerous rather than fix a modern TV.
We also need someone who can sharpen tools and has the equipment to do it (really important at this
time of year). And people who would like to help run the cafe or who would make some cake! If you’d
like to help, or to ask me more questions, please contact me at info@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk.
More information in the next Bulletin.
Jo Lakeland
****

Short Articles
‘Climate Positive’ houses
On 31 January we had a well-attended, inspirational talk by Ian Pritchett on how his firm, Greencore
Construction, plans to build 500 new houses in Oxfordshire that go beyond the zero-carbon Passivhaus
standard by using natural materials that can be recycled, such as timber, lime mortar and hempcrete,
to make what they call ‘Climate Positive’ houses. How can we require that new housing in Blewbury is
built to these standards, rather than continue to build houses that will have to be expensively and
painfully retrofitted to meet the needs of net zero?
(If you’d like to know more about just what a Passivhaus is, there is a general article at
tinyurl.com/2yvccf6j and the official Passivhaus UK website is at: passivhaustrust.org.uk).
Eric Eisenhandler

Chalgrove chalk stream film
Watlington, like Blewbury, is a spring-line
village at the foot of a chalk escarpment –
in their case the Chiltern Hills.
Environment groups in Watlington are
making a serious effort to restore their
local chalk stream, Chalgrove Brook, and
its environment. Most recently, they have
produced an impressive and informative
short film about it, called ‘The Chalgrove
Brook – Rescuing A Chalk Stream’. We
hope to show the film at our AGM in late
April, but you can also watch it on
Youtube at: tinyurl.com/yc52cdbm.
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What is the most important thing we can do if we want to take some sort of action
against climate change?
We must continue to take care with the way we lead our lives, keeping our
carbon footprint as low as possible, but the most important thing is to be aware
of what is happening on a national and international level. It is very easy for
politicians and big organisations to release statements about what they are going
to do, but more difficult to keep track of what they have actually done. We are
bombarded by very worthy organisations asking us to sign their latest petition,
but online petitions are often ignored. What is needed is an individual email or
letter – much more difficult to do!
I am on the Climate Coalition (theclimatecoalition.org) email list. This is a
group of over 140 organisations, including the National Trust, the WI, Oxfam
and RSPB. Their email asked me to tell my MP to “urge the Prime Minister to
lead, the Chancellor to fund, every Minister to take responsibility and deliver net-zero fairly and
rapidly”. What was different was that as well as helping me find out who my MP is and providing a
standard petition form to sign, it also gave me the option of downloading a template to send from my
own email address, and I could edit the template as I wanted! The website also provides suggestions
of other ways to engage with your MP, how to find out more about him or her, and how to get advice
about this from Hope for the Future (hftf.org.uk) is an organisation whose main purpose is the help
people engage successfully with their MP.
Jo Lakeland

Wild swimming in Oxford – good news for the environment
Wild Swimming has become popular during the pandemic, and on the weekend 12–13 February I read
in the i that Oxford City Council has applied to DEFRA for Wolvercote Mill Stream and Fiddlers Island,
near Port Meadow, to be given bathing water status. This would be only the second place in the
country (after Ilkley in West Yorkshire) to have this status. It is under review, and if successful the
Environment Agency would test pollution levels regularly and the council would put up signs
displaying the water quality. There is more information on the BBC website at:
bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-oxfordshire-59011401.
Jo Lakeland

Islands of Abandonment – Life in the post-human landscape, by Cal Flyn
(WilliamCollinsBooks, 2022)
I read this book after listening to excerpts from it on BBC
Radio 4. The title is exceedingly gloomy, but the actual book
is fascinating. Islands of Abandonment are places that have
been changed by humans, then abandoned. They range in
size from tiny to enormous.
We (humans) have been very good at creating no-man’s
lands all over the world. The one that I personally saw
before and after its creation is the Cyprus Buffer Zone that
separates Greek southern Cyprus from Turkish northern
Cyprus. In 1970 Famagusta was a thriving city; now a single
street separates a busy medieval city from crumbling tower
blocks and deserted hotels on empty beaches. Elsewhere,
many Greek Cypriots have abandoned their farmland
because their farmhouses are now in Turkish northern
Cyprus, and vice versa. But in 2008 a group of Turkish and
Greek Cypriot scientists studied seven different areas within
the Buffer Zone for an entire year, recording 358 species of
plants, 100 species of birds, 20 amphibians and reptiles and
18 mammals. The exclusion of people for 50 years has
created a stable environment where nature can survive.
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Other buffer zones man has created include the heavily mined ‘death strip’ between West and East
Germany, which sheltered more than 1000 species from Germany’s red list of endangered species.
The DMZ between North and South Korea, 4 km wide and 250 km long, shelters Amur leopards and
Siberian tigers (two of the rarest cats in the world) and has been designated as a ‘biosphere reserve’
by UNESCO.

Old fields
Politics can also provide an environment that allows the transition of cultivated land towards forests.
The history of the Soviet Union provides a good example of this. In the late 1940s Estonia, part of the
Soviet Union, was a land of small peasant farmers, farming the land their families had owned for many
years. In 1949 Stalinist policies forced most of them into huge collective farms and deported 80,000
resisting farmers to Siberia. Estonia became a land of huge farms with sheds like aircraft hangers and
byres holding 10,000 head of cattle. Enormous brutalist five-storey apartment blocks appeared at the
edge of the farmland.
But this did not last – in 1991 the Soviet Union collapsed, and an estimated one-third of all Soviet
farmland was abandoned. Newly independent Estonia rejected Soviet values by recreating the small
peasant farms. But the peasant farmers did not want to return to tiny farms that would struggle in a
free market. The monoculture crops could not survive, the apartment blocks crumbled, and nature
moved in: annuals first, wild flowers and weeds, then thorn bushes and brambles and eventually
trees. In 1920 tree cover in Estonia had fallen to 21%, but by 2010 it was 54% (a gain of nearly 2000
square miles), and now Estonia is one of the most heavily forested countries in Europe, of which about
90% is natural regeneration. In 2015 satellite images of Eastern Europe and European Russia showed
nearly 4000 square miles of regrowth, but this is only 14% of the abandoned farmland, so there could
be enormous areas of carbon sequestration in future.
The natural progression on abandoned land has often been a transition towards forestation, even in
the Amazon! Rain forest was cut down there to create farmland to grow soya for feeding cattle, but
the poor-quality forest soil was quickly depleted and abandoned, and forest trees are moving back in.
Other man-made disasters have provided scope for both natural and human rewilding of abandoned
land. Trees are growing in Flanders and in the ruined buildings of villages around Chernobyl. The 13th
century Mongol conquests across Asia killed between 20 and 40 million people, resulting in vast areas
of empty farmland. Genghis Khan was followed by the black death, which is thought to have killed
over 60% of the population of Europe!
Not all abandonment has resulted in reforestation and increased carbon sequestration, particularly if
chemicals were involved. Some of the peaceful glades in the Flanders woodlands are actually the
result of the leached chemicals from ammunition dumps. I’ll leave you to read about that, and other
abandonment because of alien invasions (Rhododendrons and more recently giant hogweed), volcanic
eruptions (Krakatoa) and economic collapse (Detroit).
Jo Lakeland

Worn: A people’s history of clothing, by Sofi Thanhauser
(Allen Lane, 2022)
An alternative title for this book could be “Fashion’s Dirty Secrets”. It is a
fascinating history of clothing and the materials they are made of, and of
how our everyday garments have changed our lives, our society and our
planet. The author has divided her book into five stories, about Cotton,
Linen, Silk, Synthetics and Wool.
Slave labour in sweatshops in distant countries is an inconvenient truth
that shoppers have managed to ignore for years, but the real cost of our
fashion garments is far more than that; fashion is responsible for about
8% of global emissions, using an enormous quantity of water, pollutants
and fertilisers that poison farm workers, and wages that leave them
permanently in debt.
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The book looks into the history of the production of each of the five fibres, because two-thirds of the
8% emissions occur at the start of the production, in the growth of the fibres. If we worry about where
the raw constituents of our food come from and how they are used, should we not feel the same
about the fibres that are used to make our clothes?
We are often told that natural fibres are better for the environment than synthetic, but cotton is so
widespread and so cheap because of its legacy of slavery, exploitation, empire and the sustained
exploitation of land, not to mention the vast amount of pesticides and water used in its production.
The author has also tracked down the origins of the mix of fibres that make up our clothes, following
their route to the clothes rail. Tragically, cotton grown and processed by Uighur forced labour in
Xinjiang, China appears in many of our clothes. Google has recently unveiled the Global Fibre Index
Explorer, a tool that allows manufacturers to identify where their fabrics come from and to identify
the environmental risk of using materials of dubious origins.
According to the WRAP charity, we throw away £140 M worth of wearable clothing every year, and
demand for raw materials is due to triple by 2050. And it is becoming more difficult to give away good
clothing to charity shops, because new fast fashion is so cheap that people do not need to buy second
hand clothes (although some teenagers I know are delighted to be able to buy cheap jeans and tops in
charity shops).
Many big brands publicise that they are using recycled materials, including plastic recycled from
single-use bottles. There used to be a trade in plastic single-use bottles being shipped to China and
returning as track suits and fleeces, but that happens less now that China will no longer accept our
recycled plastics. Buying good quality second-hand clothes online is becoming more common, as is
renting clothes for special occasions; Ms Thanhauser hopes that this is a positive sign that people are
starting to realise that the fashion industry must clean up both the way it manufactures clothes and
promotes fast fashion.
Jo Lakeland
****

Longer Articles
Blewbury’s Green Lungs
by Lydia Inglis
This is a compilation of five short items that were published in the Blewbury Bulletin in autumn/winter
2021–22. We thought it would be interesting and useful to have them all together in one place,
together with some photos.
Eric Eisenhandler (photos)
No-one could have failed to notice Didcot’s expansion over recent years – the many new houses there
will hopefully lead to better connections and facilities for all. A few miles away in Blewbury, our
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) – a legal part of the Vale of White Horse Local Plan – helps to
protect what is special about this village, including (as Didcot swallows up more fields) its majestic
setting in the North Wessex Downs AONB. More controversial, perhaps, are the parts of the NDP that
aim to protect the green places within the village. If we need more houses in the village, why wouldn’t
we just build all over Blewbury’s paddocks and meadows?
Back in 1985, the first village plan recognised the importance of Blewbury’s unusual network of
streams and open spaces: ‘Blewbury is a rare example of a village with a … core of paddocks, orchards,
paths and streams.’ Policy 7 of our NDP gives Vale planners the responsibility to ‘retain and enhance
open areas’ in the village – for us, and for those who come after us. Blewbury’s green spaces are
features that still delight visitors and residents, especially those young and old who find it more
accessible to walk within the village, rather than to stride out onto the Downs. What makes the green
spaces in our village special?
Sustainable Blewbury (SB) has been preparing a review of our waterways and will have some ideas to
put forward soon – including some calls to action! In the meantime, we have been researching some
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of the ‘green lungs’ which add so much to Blewbury’s character and this is a series of articles about
some of them.

Cochrane’s Field

Between Watery Lane, the Red Lion’s garden and the stream by the Playclose is a paddock fringed by
trees, hedges and one of Blewbury’s distinctive thatched cob walls. In medieval times, the field was
freehold land at the heart of the manor of Nottingham Fee, and possibly the site of the old manor
house. By 1841 the medieval buildings had gone and the land had reverted to cultivated nature,
providing tranquil views from footpaths at the heart of the village. This field provides space for wildlife
– birds, small mammals, insects – to live in relative peace alongside humans. And every spring the
paddock is grazed by a flock of ewes and their lambs, a welcome reminder of Blewbury’s past as a
farming village in an agricultural landscape. Children love to watch the lambs frolic from Watery Lane,
while adults might embrace Jane Austen’s approach in Mansfield Park: ‘To sit in the shade on a fine
day, and look upon verdure, is the most perfect refreshment.’ Lucky us – we can do exactly that from
the lovely garden of the re-opened Red Lion.

(With thanks to Annabel Cochrane, Dave Carless, Blewbury Local History Group & South Oxfordshire
Archaeology Group).

The Playclose
The next in our selection of green spaces that help shape the special character of our village focuses
on the Playclose. In the Local History Group’s excellent history ‘This Venerable Village’, by Peter
Northeast, the Playclose is described as ‘a most convenient centre of the village’. It is a peaceful, treefringed meadow-meeting-point of four footpaths – from the south (via Cow Lane and Nottingham
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Fee), the north (past the church), the west (from Upton via Coffin Way and Curtoys Lane), and the east
(via Church Road).

In 1837, the Charity Commissioners described it as ‘an old enclosure … in which the school children
have from time immemorial been allowed to play’. In fact, this open space (bounded along half its
length by an arm of the Millbrook, fed from springs in the Cleve) probably preceded any kind of
organised schooling in Blewbury, as it was known as the ‘Playinge Close’ in 1617. Northeast believes it
was used by travelling players to entertain paying villagers. At the end of the 1700s, a man called
Thomas Martin erected a maypole in the Playclose that he had apparently stolen on horseback from a
neighbouring village the night before.
The Millbrook is narrow in this part of Blewbury, and its banks steeper, which makes it a healthy home
for freshwater shrimps, caddisfly and mayflies, and a host of aquatic invertebrates. A grey heron often
stalks the water hoping for a brown trout, more often than not having to settle for a stickleback. At
night, the tall copper beech and lime trees, and one of Blewbury’s rare oaks, are meccas for different
species of moth. And at dusk, the Playclose is one of the best vantage points in the village to watch the
acrobatic skills of bats energetically hunting for their prey.

The Playclose, now held by the Parochial Church Council for the benefit of all villagers, feels like home
for lots of us. It is where we watch our youngsters race at Pre-school sports day; where Santa pauses
his sleigh before his busy Christmas rounds; where dogs and people meet; where teenagers steal
precious time away from irritating parents; where anyone in the village – or those passing through –
can sit and enjoy the peace of nature.

Church Moor
Next we look at Millbrook Orchard (now known as Church Moor). Sandwiched between Watts Lane
and Berry Lane – north of Blewbury’s churchyard – this two-acre former walnut orchard was once
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carpeted with wild flowers in spring. In 2004 an ecologist appointed by the BVS Environment Group
(now SB) wrote: ‘[Church Moor] makes a valuable contribution to the mosaic of open space that
extends through Blewbury … assist[ing] the movement of wildlife and contributing to one of the
village’s distinctive characteristics – secluded areas of open space. These are especially important in
maintaining the constantly changing views that are of such significance to the character and
enjoyment of the footpath network’.

Many of Church Moor’s original walnut trees are gone, and some man-made materials have been left
to decompose there in recent years. Previous efforts by Sustainable Blewbury to buy the land and
maintain it as an open-access wildlife habitat and wetland have sadly been unsuccessful. Over the
years a number of applications to develop the site for housing have failed – in each case the local
authority cited the role of green spaces in maintaining Blewbury’s unique character.
Our Neighbourhood Development Plan says Blewbury “must change to stay vital and sustainable, but
in managing this change the … ’story’ of the village should not be lost. This story is contained within its
… layout and open spaces, its natural features and archaeology, and its fields, lanes and road network
connecting it to its wider context”. Church Moor is an important part of Blewbury’s story – perhaps
some day it will once again provide a haven for flora and fauna, and a wonderful village view.

The Pound
The most visible of our ‘green lungs’ is the Pound, the triangle of land between the London Road end
of South Street, Turnpike House and the wall of Little Cleve. In Peter Northeast’s ‘This Venerable
Village’, the author describes the pre-enclosure process of taking cattle and sheep up to the Downs to
graze. The herder was aided in this task by ‘haywards’, whose job it was to stop animals straying onto
crops on the (then) open fields as they made their way to or from the village. These men had the
power to impound any animals turned out at the wrong time, or in the wrong place – any such
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livestock were kept at the village Pound until a fine had been paid. The current Pound was probably
used to keep stray animals from the mid-18th century, but it was not the original space for this
purpose (which was probably somewhere near ‘Pound Furlong’, on the south side of London Road).

For drivers passing through the village, the Pound provides a brief slice of green between the houses
that line the London Road. The magnificent copper beech at its centre adds immeasurably to the view
from west or east – having started life in the company of horses and carts, this wise old tree remains
magically unruffled by the cars and lorries that now rush by. For villagers or walkers from the Downs,
the Pound is a place to rest on various benches and watch the business of Blewbury life – folk heading
to school or work, stopping at the Blueberry pub for refreshments, walking dogs up the hill or back
home.
Of course, the Pound also leads, via the path at its northern tip, to the Cleve and onwards into the
hidden heart of the village. According to Northeast, the stocks on the Pound were probably moved
there from somewhere near ‘Stocks’, the cruck frame house on Nottingham Fee.
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Parsonage Farm and Orchard Dene
The last of our selection of green spaces (there are others) that help shape the special character of
Blewbury covers privately owned land at Parsonage Farm and Orchard Dene. In the heart of the
village, Parsonage Farm is bounded by South Street and two small streams that run down to Watt’s
Lane. The eastern stream, which provides a natural boundary between Orchard Dene and the garden
of Parsonage Farm, includes Watt’s Spring.

Both properties were once part of the ancient prebendal (church) manor of Blewbury. Parsonage Farm
was probably the main holding of this manor, and would have had a fine house (long gone) to serve
the canons of Salisbury Cathedral when in residence. (Bishop Osmund, a nephew of William the
Conqueror, was given church lands in Blewbury, and these were among many properties exploited to
endow the new cathedral in 1091.)
Parsonage Farm was a thriving dairy farm, including a small retail unit called Robinson’s Dairy, until
the post-war compulsory purchase of its fields to the east (for ‘Eastfields’) rendered it uneconomic,
although rural links remained – there was a blacksmith’s forge here until the 1970s.
The 1805 Enclosure Award refers to Orchard Dene – the field that shelters the Blewbury Wagon –
rather obviously as ‘part of an orchard’. At the end of the 18th century, land in this area was farmed
by Thomas Watt, whose name lives on in the public footpath leading from South Street to the north
side of the churchyard. It is from Watt’s Lane that walkers can gain the best view of both green spaces
– these views provide us with a 21st century sense of Blewbury’s very rural origins.

Both Orchard Dene and Parsonage Farm are home to a number of mature trees including chestnut,
ash and blackthorn. At Parsonage, much of the ground is deliberately left to itself, providing an
abundant home for insects and birds including green woodpeckers, little owls, tawny owls and red
kites. There are also plenty of squirrels, muntjac and foxes.
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Orchard Dene and the land at Parsonage Farm help to form ‘the core of paddocks, orchards and
streams’ referenced in the 1985 village plan – special places ‘for us, and for those who come after us’.
Blewbury is lucky that the owners of both places are custodians who wish to keep nature right at the
heart of our village.
****

Don’t be fooled by fossil-fuel greenwash
by Eric Eisenhandler
With so many other dramatic (and depressing) stories dominating the news recently, it isn’t always
easy to keep up with developments related to climate change. The current crisis related to huge
increases in energy prices has not helped.
The biggest culprits are the fossil fuel companies, who for many years quietly funded bodies that
denied climate change was a problem, and now complain about the tight timescale to achieve net
zero. Major investors, including the larger banks, still do not yet act as if they have absorbed the
climate emergency in their operations. Many public bodies need to look for sponsorship, though quite
a few have now rejected support from oil and gas companies.
All the oil and gas companies are now claiming they have green plans, such as making their company
operations zero carbon. But a zero-carbon operation to produce and sell fossil fuels is certainly not
enough and they must also acknowledge that the fossil fuels they sell have themselves been the
biggest cause of climate change.
I’ll start with a selection of quotes and summaries of some of the climate-change-related material
currently on the UK websites of four of the biggest oil and gas companies and follow them with some
comments on how much of a transformation they really represent. Note that the direct quotes are
the precise words of the companies concerned.

BP website: quotes from bp.com
From IOC to IEC
“After more than a century defined by two core commodities – oil and gas – we
are pivoting from an international oil company
producing resources to an integrated energy
company delivering solutions for customers.
“Our ambition is to become a net zero
company by 2050 or sooner and to help the
world get to net zero. Our strategy will reshape
our business as we decarbonise and diversify
into different forms of energy, such as
renewables, biofuels and hydrogen. Oil and gas
will get smaller over time but will remain an
important part of BP.

Hydrogen-powered bus

“We bring with us more than 100 years of experience steeped in the world of energy. We want to
move fast but will do so with real discipline and care – keeping our focus on safety and performance
while we transform, delivering long-term value for all our stakeholders.”
“We believe our new strategy provides a comprehensive and coherent approach to turn our net zero
ambition into action. This coming decade is critical for the world in the fight against climate change,
and to drive the necessary change in global energy systems will require action from everyone.”
Bernard Looney, Chief Executive Officer
“Within 10 years, BP aims to be very different kind of energy company. The cash generated by
hydrocarbons will be key to supporting the transition into our two growth areas – low carbon
electricity and energy, and customer convenience and mobility. We expect to be directing 40% or
more of our investment into these areas by 2030. We will do this with a relentless focus on financial
discipline, by: increasing investment in low carbon to around $5 billion a year – a 10-fold increase on
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the $500 million we invest today; having developed around 50 GW of net renewable energy
generating capacity – a 20-fold increase on the 2.5 GW we have developed so far; capturing a 10%
share in core hydrogen markets – compared with supplying small volumes to our own operations;
producing 100,000 barrels a day of bioenergy – up from 22,000 today … providing 70,000 electric
vehicle charging points – up from 7,500 today … reducing our oil and gas production by over 40% and
no exploration in new countries … reducing the emissions associated with the carbon in our upstream
oil and gas production by 35–40%.”

Shell website: quotes from shell.co.uk
Our response to climate change
“In support of this [1.5°C] goal, Shell has a group target to become a net-zero
emissions energy business by 2050 …. To get there, we are transforming our business:
reducing emissions from our operations, providing more low-carbon energy and working with our
customers as they make changes. In October 2021, we announced a new target to halve our absolute
emissions by 50% by 2030, compared to 2016 levels … This covers all … emissions from our own
operations, like refining, producing oil and gas, and manufacturing chemical products, as well as all the
emissions from the energy we buy to run these operations, like electricity, heat, and steam.”

Wind power in the UK
“Shell is working hard to drive meaningful change in the UK energy system. This includes making a
significant contribution to the … ‘green industrial revolution’. We are also developing nascent
businesses, such as carbon capture and storage and hydrogen, that will need to scale-up after 2030 to
help the UK reach net zero. … Wind power will play a key role. Shell continues to look at opportunities
to invest in offshore wind generation, including innovative wind technologies such as floating wind.”

Electric mobility
“Unlike traditional vehicles, which usually only refuel at petrol stations, electric cars have the potential
to be recharged at home, at work or on the go ….

Shell’s first EV charging hub in Fulham, London, where
petrol and diesel pumps at an existing fuel station have
been replaced with ultra-rapid charge points.

“… for electric vehicle use to grow more
rapidly, drivers need to feel confident that
there are convenient and reliable means of
recharging their vehicles. … in the UK, this
includes providing fast, high-powered
charging options on forecourts as well as …
charging options for homes, businesses
and other locations like supermarket car
parks and streets.

“In September 2021, we announced a new
ambition to install 50,000 on-street …
charge points in the UK by 2025. The move is part of a wider effort to bring more EV charging
availability to the millions of UK drivers without private parking and help local authorities get their
charging networks up-and-running as quickly as possible. Shell is also aiming to install up to 800
electric vehicle charging points in … Waitrose shops across the UK by 2025. … These new charging
points will help us to achieve our ambition to grow our … network to 5,000 EV charge points on
forecourts and in other locations by 2025.

Hydrogen
“Hydrogen is one of the most abundant elements in the universe and could play a significant role in
the transition to a low-carbon renewable energy system. Shell sees potential for the use of hydrogen
power in a variety of areas, from transport to industry to heating. ... As a clean, safe and versatile
energy carrier, hydrogen, and hydrogen fuel-cell technologies, have significant potential to enable this
transition.”
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Carbon Capture and Storage
“Carbon capture and storage, or CCS, is the name given to a combination of technologies that capture
and store carbon dioxide deep underground, preventing its release into the atmosphere. … we believe
that CCS will be an essential technology ... Our ambition is to work … to unlock the potential for CCS to
abate emissions in the UK where there are not currently scalable low-carbon alternatives.
“Our priority is to avoid emissions, and, where that is not currently possible, to reduce emissions. If it
is not possible to either avoid or reduce emissions, only then will we turn to the mitigation of
emissions, for example through the use of CCS technology or nature-based solutions.”

Nature-based solutions
“The world needs to find a range of ways to reduce CO2 emissions and one approach is to protect and
restore natural ecosystems that can absorb CO2, such as forests, grasslands and wetlands. …
Ecosystems like forests, grasslands or wetlands naturally remove CO2 from the atmosphere. And
nature-based solutions are projects which protect, transform or restore these natural ecosystems so
that they can absorb even more CO2 emissions … these projects can also have extra benefits such as
offering alternative sources of income to local communities, improving soil productivity, cleaning air
and water, and maintaining biodiversity.”

ExxonMobil website: quotes from exxonmobil.co.uk/en-gb
Advancing climate solutions 2022 progress report
Innovative solutions meeting society’s needs, delivering value
“ExxonMobil leverages its core capabilities to meet society’s needs for products essential for modern
life, while addressing the challenge of climate change. … The Company plans to play a leading role in
the energy transition, while retaining investment flexibility across a portfolio of evolving opportunities
to maximize shareholder returns.
Net-zero ambition
“ExxonMobil aims to achieve net-zero emissions from its operated assets by 2050 and is taking a
comprehensive approach centred on developing detailed emission-reduction roadmaps … This
ambition … builds on the Company’s 2030 emission-reduction plans, which include plans to reach netzero emissions in our Permian Basin [US south-west] operations by 2030, and ongoing investments in
lower-emission solutions, including carbon capture and storage, hydrogen and biofuels.
“The Company’s roadmap approach identifies greenhouse gas emission-reduction opportunities and
the investment and policy needs required to achieve net zero. The roadmaps … will be updated as
technologies and policies evolve. Net-zero roadmaps for major assets, covering about 90% of the
Company’s greenhouse gas emissions, are scheduled to be completed by … 2023.”
Accelerating emissions reductions, and investing $15 Bn in lower-emissions opportunities
“The Company’s 2030 emission-reduction plans are consistent with Paris-aligned pathways, the US.
and EU’s Global Methane Pledge, and the US Methane Emissions Reduction Action Plan. These plans
are expected to … reduce absolute greenhouse gas emissions by an estimated 30% for the Company’s
Upstream business and 20% for the entire corporation. Similarly, absolute flaring and methane
emissions are expected to decrease by 60% and 70%, respectively.”
“Through 2027, ExxonMobil plans to invest more than $15 billion on initiatives to lower greenhouse
gas emissions. … from existing operations and increased investments in the Low Carbon Solutions
business. The same capabilities, technical strengths and market experience … will help drive
commercial growth opportunities for carbon capture and storage, biofuels and hydrogen. Stronger
policy further accelerates development and deployment of lower-emission technologies, and would
provide ExxonMobil additional investment opportunities to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
“ExxonMobil is on track to exceed its 2025 greenhouse gas emission-reduction plans announced in
December 2020.”
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Advocating for supportive policies
“Sound government policies can provide direct investment and incentives in the same way they have
accelerated growth for wind, solar and electric vehicles. ExxonMobil has long supported an explicit
price on carbon to establish market incentives and provide the stability required for investments.”
“The scenario illustrates the dramatic societal changes and massive levels of investment required, in a
very short period of time, to achieve net-zero emissions [NZE] by 2050. Although governments are not
implementing changes at the level and pace assumed in the IEA [International Energy Agency] NZE
scenario, the … assumptions contained in the report allow ExxonMobil to further test the resiliency of
our businesses and strategy. The IEA’s assumptions, demonstrate the significant role ExxonMobil can
play in the transition and the growth potential for chemicals, lower-emission fuels, carbon capture and
storage, and hydrogen.”

Chevron website: quotes from chevron.com
“We believe the future of energy will be lower carbon, and we intend to be a leader
today and in that future. Our strategy is to be a leader in efficient and lower-carbon
production of traditional oil and gas energy, in high demand today and for years to
come, while growing the lower-carbon businesses that we believe will be a bigger part
of the future. We will continue to lower the carbon intensity of our operations with a focus on
methane, flaring and energy management.”

Portfolio carbon intensity (PCI)*
“We are introducing a portfolio carbon intensity (PCI) metric that represents the carbon intensity
across the full value chain associated with bringing products to market, including from use of sold
products, a type of Scope 3 emissions [scope 3 refers to what their products emit when used]. Our
new PCI target for 2028 sets more than a 5% reduction from 2016. We aspire to achieve net-zero
upstream emissions (scope 1 and 2) by 2050. Accomplishing this ambition depends on continuing
progress on commercially viable technology; government policy; successful negotiations for carbon
capture and storage (CCS) and nature-based projects; availability of cost-effective, verifiable offsets in
the global market; and granting of necessary permits by governing authorities.” See figure, next page.

*Note: What is carbon intensity? (from Wikipedia and carbonintensity.org.uk}
Carbon intensity, or emission intensity is a measure of how much CO2, (or greenhouse gas) is being
produced per unit of energy generated. The carbon intensity of electricity depends on the fuel used in
generating that electricity and the efficiency of power generation and transportation. For example,
consuming electricity generated from burning coal produces 910 g of CO2 per kWh of electricity
produced. Wind energy, and other renewables, don’t produce any CO2per kWh of electrical energy.
Carbon intensity does not take into account the lifetime emissions of the generation plant. For
example, the emissions associated with building the wind farm is not incorporated into the
calculation. Instead, only emissions associated with generating energy are assessed.

Energy management
“Energy management emissions associated with our own energy use make up about 70% of our Scope
1 and Scope 2 emissions, which is why energy management is a key focus area for driving down
emissions intensity. … We are progressing approximately 35 projects forecasted to reduce more than
1 million tonnes of CO2e per year once fully implemented.
“Our strategy to deploy mature, renewable power generation solutions is focused and selective. We
invest in wind and solar projects that have the greatest ability to cost-efficiently lower carbon
emissions. We are increasing the use of renewables in a number of our products with the aim of
reducing life cycle emissions, as well as working to provide verified, low-cost, high-quality offsets to
our customers around the world in an effort to help them achieve their own lower carbon goals.”
Renewable Power
“By sourcing more electricity from renewable sources, … we are switching to a lower carbon fuel
source and working toward optimizing between purchased and self-generated power. These types of
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efforts can reduce the direct and indirect emissions associated with our operations and lower the
overall life-cycle carbon intensity of our products.
Energy Storage
“Energy storage is an important component to help address intermittency with renewable generation.
By combining energy storage solutions with lower carbon fuel sources, we can lower the overall
carbon intensity of our products.
Methane management
“Methane management is critical in the journey to a lower carbon future. We’ve set a 2028 methane
target of 2 kilograms CO₂-equivalent per barrel, which is a 50% reduction from our 2016 baseline.
We’re also expanding our methane-detection capabilities to help us focus on the best opportunities to
further lower emissions. In addition to traditional ground sensors, we’re deploying airborne sensors
using satellites, aircraft, and drones to achieve broader coverage. Methane-detection capability is
critical to the world’s effort to reduce carbon emissions, and our work with industry and academic
partners is an important contribution to the accuracy and credibility of global methane reporting.”

Scope1
Scope 2
Scope 3
Chevron's Portfolio Carbon Intensity (CCUS is carbon capture, utilisation and storage)

Comments on what the companies say
The stated plans of these companies may sound good on a quick first read. But there are lots of
potential loopholes in the wording. Making the operations of a global oil and gas company zero carbon
does nothing for emissions from burning the fossil fuels that they all say will remain in use, at least to
some extent. Carbon capture and storage (CCS) keeps being proclaimed as the crucial technology to
compensate for carbon dioxide emissions. But efforts to show that CCS can be made to work in an
energy-efficient, cost-effective way that is safe in the long term have not been overwhelmingly
successful.
Some recent articles expose weak points in the arguments of the oil and gas companies Here is a small
selection.

Oil firms’ climate claims are greenwashing, study concludes (NPR) [US National Public
Radio] tinyurl.com/mr39w7hh
Oil majors not ‘walking the talk’ on climate action, study confirms (Carbon Brief)
tinyurl.com/ycku85rf
This study, found that Chevron, ExxonMobil, BP and Shell used terms like "climate," "low-carbon" and
"transition" more frequently in recent annual reports and devised strategies around decarbonization.
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But their actions on clean energy were mostly pledges for the future and the companies remain
financially reliant on fossil fuels.

Facts give lie to claim record oil money is being poured into green projects (Guardian)
tinyurl.com/4hjw9mp4
The chief financial officer of BP told investors: “It’s possible that we’re getting more cash than we
know what to do with”

Europe’s biggest banks provide £24 Bn to oil and gas firms despite net zero pledges
(Guardian) tinyurl.com/2zyc2tzc
Banks, led by HSBC, Barclays and BNP Paribas, have provided £24 Bn to oil and gas companies that are
expanding production less than a year since pledging to target net zero carbon emissions, data shows.
Investments to drill new oil wells and tap fresh gas reserves, backed by funds from major banks,
appear to contradict commitments to international agreements and undermine efforts to accelerate
the switch to renewable energy sources, the report said.

Specifics about BP and Shell
BP

BP charging forecourt
Investment in clean energy by oil and gas companies was about 1% of capital expenditure in 2020 and
was likely to have reached little more than 4% for 2021. Meanwhile, the companies are continuing to
invest vast sums in exploration and new fields, which must not be brought into production if the world
is to limit global heating to 1.5°C.
The huge recent rises in oil and gas prices have given the fossil fuel companies enormous profits. BP’s
chief executive and other senior managers have sought to justify their bonanza on the grounds that
the money is needed for their transition to low-carbon companies, but the facts do not bear out the
claim that the massive profits are being poured into green projects. BP is estimated to have spent
about $3.2 Bn on clean energy and $84 Bn on oil and gas exploration since 2016. BP plans to invest
about £2–3 Bn in renewable energy by 2025, but out of an overall capital investment of £60 Bn, most
of which is likely to go into new production that will raise greenhouse gas emissions.
BP’s CEO claims that the “vast majority” of investment in the UK would be in “the energy transition”,
but then admitted that this amounted to 40% of its spending budget by 2025, rising to 50% of the
budget by the end of the decade. The green spending is likely also to include projects such as blue
hydrogen rather than green (see our newsletter 46 for an explanation of hydrogen colours).
For more on this, see “New North Sea oil and gas licences ‘incompatible with UK climate goals’“ at
tinyurl.com/3me6hrt9 and “Abigail oilfield approved despite climate goals” at tinyurl.com/2ujecywz.

Shell to expand gas business despite pledge to speed up net-zero carbon drive
tinyurl.com/yckn9peb
Shell has set new carbon emissions goals to become a net-zero carbon energy company by 2050,
including emissions from burning the fossil fuel it produces. However, it will continue to grow its gas
business by more than 20% in the next few years. This strategy is for a modest fall in oil production, by
selling oilfields or through the natural decline of their reserves, and an increase in gas production and
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gas exports to the global market. The company said its oil production reached a peak in 2019 and
would continue to fall. But it will expand its capacity to export 33.3 M tonnes of liquefied natural gas
(LNG) a year by another 7 M tonnes a year by the middle of the decade.
There are concerns that Shell may still increase its
emissions in the coming decade, which is a crucial
period for emissions to drop. Shell plans to offset
its own emissions and those from the fossil fuels it
sells through carbon-capture and “nature-based
solutions” such as planting trees or restoring
natural habitats. The company is involved in three
CCS projects, one of which is operational, that will
be able to capture 4.5 M tonnes of carbon a year.
It hopes to capture another 25 M tonnes of carbon
a year by 2035.

Nature-based solution?

The company has also promised to grow its network of electric vehicle charge stations from more than
60,000 to 500,000 by 2025. It also promised to invest more in hydrogen, which can be used as a cleanburning gas in industry and transport, and to double its sales of electricity.
Ben van Beurden, Shell’s CEO, said the plan would “drive down carbon emissions” and deliver “value
for our shareholders, our customers and wider society.” But their plan has attracted criticism from
green groups for being vague on Shell’s clean-energy aims and unambitious on carbon emissions
targets. Shell’s carbon targets for the next 14 years, will be based on the carbon intensity of its energy.
This is not the same as the absolute emissions created. Shell could lower its carbon intensity by selling
more clean-energy alternatives without reducing the amount of fossil fuels produced.
Jeanne Martin, a senior campaign manager at ShareAction, said the plan raised “a lot of red flags … It
continues to rely on weak intensity targets, targeting just 20% reduction in intensity by 2030, not
absolute emissions, and is essentially kicking the difficult decisions into the long grass”, she said.
Greenpeace described Shell’s decision to avoid tough oil production cuts by allowing its reserves to
dwindle as “grotesque”. Mel Evans, a senior Greenpeace campaigner, said: “Without commitments to
reduce absolute emissions by making actual oil production cuts, this new strategy can’t succeed nor
can it be taken seriously.”
To its credit, Shell recently withdrew from the proposed new Cambo oil field (north of Scotland) and
this seems to have terminated that project: tinyurl.com/bdhpysuw. But they waited a long time before
doing this.
****
The Sustainable Blewbury newsletter is produced and edited by Jo Lakeland and Eric Eisenhandler.
Opinions expressed are our own.
We would be delighted to include more articles written by YOU in this newsletter.
We have a wide-ranging and expanding programme of activities in and around the village.
Participating is fun and can make positive contributions to village life and to our local
environment as well as assisting in the fight against global climate change.
If you’d like to get involved, or to receive this free bimonthly Newsletter, email us at
info@sustainable-blewbury.org.uk or phone John at 01235 850372.
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